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* Focus:

— Phoenicians became expert sailors and
traded throughout the Mediterranean and
beyond.

— Along the way they spread ideas throughout
the Mediterranean and they are credited
with starting the modern alphabet

* Do Now:

— Explain how the geographic location of a group
of people might influence their culture.



Phoenicians

* Lived along the coast of
(R modern day Lebanon
IS - - ] - Mountainous terrain
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« They became expert
sailors

« Established trade routes
and trading colonies
throughout the
Mediterranean

— Carthage in North Africa
was one the largest
colonies




Phoenician Sailing Vessel
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 Made a living trading several goods
including glass and lumber.

* Their most important product was
Tyrian purple, a dye made from boiling
the Murex snail.

* This purple dye was very difficult and
expensive to produce. It was very
valuable to the rich and royalty
throughout the Meditteranean.



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9e/Murex_sp.jpg
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How far did the Phoenicians sail?

*» Historians have different theories on how far the
Phoenicians actually sailed

*¢* They know for sure that they traveled all along
the Meditteranean Sea and up into the Black Sea

** The Phoenicians even traveled out into the
Atlantic to reach Northern Europe




For Libya shows clearly that it is encompassed by the sea, save only where it
borders on Asia; and this was proved first (as far as we know) by Necos king
of Egypt. He, when he had made an end of digging the canal which leads from
the Nile to the Arabian Gulf, sent Phoenicians in ships, charging them to sail
on their return voyage past the Pillars of Heracles till they should come into
the northern sea and so to Egypt.
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f So the Phoenicians
(Pillars of Heracles)

set out from the

oMediterranean
Red Sea and sailed

(Northem Sea) the southern sea;
1

««+ 80 that nlfer two years w
snckscpelspaeti The Greek
gy historian,

° Herodotus

claimed that

Atlantic , mompewss  the Phoenicians
Ocean Af"m g sailed around
(Southem Sea) The Tlp Of

Africal

+++ whenever autumn came
they would put in and sow
the land, to whatever part of
Libya they might come, and
there await the harvest;
then, having gathered in the
crop, they sailed on,

The Voyage Described
by Herodotus




+Some theorize, based on the map on this coin,
that the Phoenicians may have even made it to the

Americas!!l!
This theory is generally not accepted.
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Phoenicians

* Called "The Carriers of
Civilization” L Y a4 4 1 4\ j’

- spr‘ead lde_asl Zayin Waw He Daketh  Gimel  Beth Aleph

teChno.lo customs from Weapon  Hook  Window  Door  Camel Mouse  Ox
the Mudgle East through

the Mediterranean as
they traded \)
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contribution is that they  Ewiet g
developed the Alphabeft,
-each written symbol

matched a spoken sound T W‘] (P YV r) 0 $
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Taw Shin  Resh  Qoph  Sache  Peh  Ayin  Samekh
Mark Tooth Head Monkey Fishhook  Mouth  EYe  Suppot




The Phoenician alphabet is the basis of most modern day
lanuages throughout the world!
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Review

» Why did the Phoenicians focus on trade
by sea for their livelihood?

* Why were the Phoenicians known as
carriers of civilization?

* What is the most important
contribution from the Phoenicians?


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ojiOLBt7q_Y

