
I can explain a dystopian society.

 I can make predictions about the 
setting, conflict, and characters in 

The City of Ember. 

Dystopian 
Literature 



There are two common fictional societies in 
literature...



What is a utopia?

● A “perfect” world or society
● Peaceful government
● Equality for all citizens
● Access to education, healthcare, etc. 
● There are no problems 



What is a dystopia?

● Totalitarian government
● Propaganda is used to control the citizens of the 

society
● Information, independent thinking, and freedom are 

restricted
● The citizens worship the figurehead or concept 
● Citizens are under constant surveillance 
● Citizens possess a fear of the outside world 



Considering what you know about 
dystopian societies...

What predictions can 
we make about the 

setting of 
The City of Ember?



Protagonists in a Dystopian Society

● Often feel trapped 
● Questions the social and political systems that exist
● Feel that something is terribly wrong with their 

society
● Help the reader to see everything that is wrong with 

their society through their perspective



Making 

Connections

What connections can we make?

Why make connections?





How do readers make “deep” 

connections?

Deep Connection

● Making connections between text and 
self, text, and world

● Connection deepens and extends our 
understanding of the text 

Surface/Flat  

Connection

● Making connections between text and 
self, text, and world

● Connection does not help us to better 
understand the text



● Add to our mental image 

● Do not distract us or make us 

forget what we are reading

● Add to our thinking and 

understanding of the text

Deep (Meaningful) 

Connections...



We think...

● Something similar happened to me when…

● I can relate to this part of the text because…

● Similarly, in another book I read…

● This part of the story reminds me of...



Connections

Text to Self

Text to World 

Text to Text

Text to Media

The scene where Lina laughs with the other students 
at Doon after he slid down the pole reminds me of 
when I was laughed at after slipping on stage in 
10th grade. My friends laughed and I was really 
embarrassed, like Doon was with Lina.  

The lack of resources (new items, electricity, etc.) in 
the City of Ember is similar to the situation in 
Katniss’s poor town in The Hunger Games. In both 
cities, there is not a lot of food and people save 
whatever they can. 



Setting & 

Mood

What is the setting of a story?

How does the setting of a story 
affect the mood?



What is the setting of a story?

Location Time Weather



Why is the setting important to a story?

Can impact a character

Establishes the mood or 
atmosphere of a text

Sets a specific scene

Can impact the plot

Allows the reader to 
visualize where a story 
takes place



How do these different settings impact stories?



What are 
TONE and MOOD?

Tone: The author’s attitude towards the subject, the readers, or 
the characters in a text
● Shown through: dialogue and descriptions (word choice)

Mood: The feeling the reader gets when reading a text
● Created by setting and atmosphere (images, dialogue, etc.)
● Not always the same as the tone



Tone ≠ Mood



What is the mood?



What is the 
MOOD?



What is the 
MOOD?



What are some words to describe the mood?

How does the text make you feel?


